


Read witb Joar shirt nff.

Iil'rite witlt lour sltirt ara.



Wfntlterwent mad; nzJ ntotlter u)nrf t
stop talking; n! brothor, r0oll, m1

brotb€r..'.; but rrryl s,ister gaae rne

a sh'irt.

And, frorn tlt at s ens ibil itous s b,irt
proceeded all otlter s'isters: poetrJ,

the cit!, and, tbe u)onoan I loue.

Tbough I haae rvryt blue daltl'ia, and,

rny great acurn, rny raspberry is d,y'iog,

Shtrts ars a ma,tter, not of des'igo,

but of enfiineerrng, Further; sb'irts

are prose Ttarrat'iaes in the third,
person singr,tlar,, (Puetry? Citjt plans,

il, tutal arcltitecture : tbe ensernble

of sbirtr,socks, t'ie, etc,)

Wbat do I carefo, Pants? I could,wear

tbe .rafi?e pair for o rnontlt; but I baue

to cltaruge slt'irts at least tbree t'imes
:,a day.



O wr re s entrnents nttr lt aars b'irts ;
tlu pr'iest neaer rerrzouor bis.'

A jtear lateL I reaisited, Zilr'icb

solefu to reaisit a shirt stori
(and to buy aga'ire tlte s&rfi€ slt'irt).

In rn! id,eal c'it1t, sltirt stores

would be open from d,awn to sun$et

(nt lingerie stores would,be open

from silnset to d,awn).

I couetad a sltirt t'otlt* daY
and, r0 scrrtcd thc rc{P nns ibil, itics
thdt prcacntcd ne from bay ing it,
Or: tbralldomina ciu A riry
withwtt a s birt): a rncck dftcr ? aI do!,
and *ill arublc'cucn, tbat is,

witbinthc widc n rrrgin of a Price
rangc I alltu mlself-tofind
a sltirt I can bclieae iFr.

P b e nnrruengl og!, out d 0fi0 -0 JCce e de d-
and brought d,oufi,fu thefinal sl'aP,

ib allon ge : brought d,olt)nt,,.



,lo r $ irt,





Tbe best sk'irts 'in tbe world are

rnade in Japdll, anol inGerroanl.

Tbe la7anese sltirt possesses all tbe

swbtleu @I color, des'ign), harmCIrry,

and, e as e (s up erfi c'ial iry) u) e

associate aith tltat culture.

Tbe Germdn, on tlte otber hand,,is as

rigorou!, direct, and perfectly

*xecuted as u)e expect from d Prnd,uct
of that cultare. (Wltat Co u)e know af
Kleist' s s b'irts? Of HAI derl'in' s !)
Btlt: tlte best u)earer of slti;rts;

Tbe Span'iard,,

A rrdafi,'s sb'irt; & u)offoaru's sltoet;*

a clt'ildi s rruood.
4

What'.e the drffrren"ce bet;sile#ri &

blouse awd a sb'irt? Tbis.n & &[*use,

whetltsr wwrru w ruot, alwajs aireadl
posse.rrer all of its charactsr.

(Tho%gh oftere tbem not aevg ffiw&ch:

baaenlt tltejt hecorne sirnp/,j "tops"?,
e ns e rnbl, e s rffiore *owtf it s" ? )
But a shirt ha.r n0 cbaractetu santil

'it is worru; anC tlten onfu wheru

it is ad,ndired,both b n u)oF?odFdn

and, b1 anotlter trnaFr,

ofupbilosopfu!



Sonoe sh'irts a

Sonze d,resses an

Brassieres a

A scarf no

Anecktie a

W heneaer I baae s aid, ornaga\itne" r

I could, aerl well baae said,oshirt''.

With this drffwence' thougb:

I k"?* hut shirts ore mad,e,

(I,r., s hirts, I ike rnagaqine s p artake

of tbe ord,er of Poetry ((But caru tltis

belearnt onfut in la?an?)) )

A woftnan contbiog lter ba,ir;

o rnan takiogrfl bis sbirt,
Aworzan adrniring ber nakedncss;

a rnan puttiog on h,is slt,irt.

Paradise of tltc Shirt: tbe shirt is
tbe closest we corne to a ?r)nnion
of tlte si,xr,s. Asltirt, properfu rnade,

chosen, anC worn, posse ssr,s dll tbe

gra,ce, s eru s ual,it!, and amb iguitjt
of womanhood,

Arnan unau)are of tbis (his sltirt)
is k'in to a saua&€ uffi*,wara af
his d,est'ifi,3 "

f,,ffi



Deatb of a Sltirt (afittiogend):
rry faaori.te sltin uas blown off tbc'

^l'ine 'iru a flp ltoont,



COLLARPHON T

"Philosophy of, qhe $hlrt";
*'

printCd on Tanaka Handmade

in l6-point Garamond ltalic
il rn edition of 2?.?copies,

was desiined and prinr*d t;- with woodcuts doqe by,

Righard Flavin

and tl're type cornposed W
Arturo Silva,

during the winter of 1985-86

at Jionji Press in Ogawamaehi.

Boqh artists wore their workshirts.

llNustrations @ 1986 Richard Flavln
' Text @ 1986 Arturo Silva
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