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“During the last fifty years, Donald Richie has been our greatest guide to the East. An outsider turned
insider—a beautiful and subtle writer with an eye for the wild life as well as an ear for the silences of
Japan.” MICHAEL ONDAATIJE

“Donald Richie is the Lafcadio Hearn of our time, a subtle, stylish, and deceptively lucid medium
between two cultures that confuse one another: the Japanese and the American.” Tom WOLFE

“Richie is the only foreigner I know who can take [Japan] on its own terms, as few newcomers do, yet
bring to it a freshness that almost every long-time resident has lost.” PICO YER, THE TIMES HIGHER
EDUCATION SUPPLEMENT

“This wonderful book can be read as a work in progress of almost fifty years. No writer about Japan
matches Richie’s breadth of knowledge, depth and variety of experience, and his love of the people he
writes about. The book of a lifetime, which will last.” \AN BURUMA

“For fifty years, Richie has ob- or over five decades, beginning on New Year’s Eve 1946, Japan
has been home to American novelist, essayist, film scholar, and
served, described, and com- arts critic Donald Richie. Through this one man’s keen observa-
tions, his books and essays, we have seen past the facade of Japanese
mented upon the Japanese. uniformity to a vibrant culture of sounds and sensations, brimming
with style, beating hearts, exceptional art, and profound truths.

...One of the most important ~/4 rturo Silva’s compilation of selected Donald Richie writings

includes chapters from the film study Ozu, the masterful trav-
(and oft-repeated) themes of el memoir The Inland Sea, and other nonfiction works and novels,
plus complete essays on Tokyo, Japanese style, eroticism, and Zen
his view, his gaze, is that the as well as dozens of short excerpts from Richie’s speeches, jottings,
and private Japan Journals. With rarely seen photographs and a
complete critical introduction, The Donald Richie Reader truly cel-
ebrates this gifted writer and his magnificent writing life.

ostensible is the real. What he

observes is what he describes; DONALD RICHIE was born in Lima, Ohio, in 1924 and has lived in Japan since 1947,
except for time at Columbia University in the early 1950s and as curator of film
at New York’s Museum of Modern Art in 1968-73. The author of some thirty
books and dozens of essays, Richie is especially well known for his instrumental

- role in introducing Japanese film to the West and for
interpret.” : his travel memoir The Inland Sea, which has been
= adapted into a popular PBS documentary. Donald
Richie still lives and writes in Tokyo.

what he describes is what we

Editor and compiler ARTURO SILVA,
ARTURO SILVA is an American writer who lived in
Japan for eighteen years. He currently resides in

Vienna, where he is finishing an experimental novel,
Tokio Whip.
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FRONT: Top, Makiyo Numata; bottom, courtesy Donald Richie. BACK: artwork based on a photograph by Eugene Langston.




